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About Lori

If you’re in a hurry:

Lori Polydoros has been writing for children for over twenty years and has published over 80
books, article and short stories. Her latest work is QUAKE CHASERS: 15 Women Rocking
Earthquake Science published by Chicago Review Press April 2022. Her life in education has
been a wild ride—first teaching elementary and then moving on to middle school. She is a high
school English teacher and community college adjunct instructor in Orange County, CA. A longtime SCBWI volunteer, Lori does many author visits and writing workshops. When she’s not
writing, she may be hiking with her two unruly rescue pups, looking for butterflies or traveling
off-the-beaten path with her amazing two kids and husband. Lori’s lifelong dream is to tell
stories that carry us away, give us a reprieve from the dark realities life can bring, and empower
those without a voice. To remind us of the tenacity and resilience of the human spirit.

If you’ve got time for a chat:

After entering (and losing) a writing contest in 4th grade, Lori knew she wanted to grow up and
make children’s books (she got prepared for rejection at a very early age.) At that point in her
life, Lori planned to be the author, and her best friend would be the illustrator. In college, Lori
studied art and all kinds of writing. A few years later, she earned her teacher credential.

In total, Lori has published over 80 stories for children. Many of her favorites have appeared in
the Los Angeles Times Kids’ Reading Page and Highlights and she’s done multiple non-fiction
series with Capstone Press. Her latest book, QUAKE CHASERS: 15 Women Rocking Earthquake
Science published by Chicago Review Press April 2022.

Lori spent many years as an elementary teacher in Bellflower, California where her focus was
science and writing. As a science/literacy specialist, Lori was lucky enough to use a science lab,
complete with green tree frogs, a saltwater tank, a ball python, and garden as her classroom.
Using animals and plants made it easy to teach science, literacy and environmental stewardship
to her students. She moved onto middle school English (and learned quickly how to chase twolegged creatures around the classroom instead of the four-legged.) Lori currently teaches high
school English and presents at schools and writing festivals all over Southern California.

When she’s not chasing earthquakes or jetting two hundred years in the future Lori enjoys
visiting less traveled places and experiencing far-off cultures (the island of Zakynthos in the
Ionian Sea and Eastern Kenya have her heart.) and hiking and camping in her beloved Sierra
Nevada Mountains. Some of her most memorable experiences have been as a volunteer with
www.earthwatch.org tracking Grizzlies in the Yukon, working with chimpanzees that speak
American Sign Language or traveling down a remote river in Paraguay to study with the native
Chamacoco tribe. Check out her travel blog at: http://encuentrodecuentos.blogspot.com/.
When at home in Orange, California, she loves to watch Monarch caterpillars in her native
garden, hang out and eat Greek food with her husband, son and daughter (while her 2 unruly

pups vacuum up all the crumbs. Opa!) Lori hopes, that through her work, readers may find hope,
love and inspiration, especially during times that seem more dark than light.

Lori has a BA in JOURNALISM, minor in Creative Writing. She has a Multiple Subject Teaching
Credential from Chapman University and a Secondary Credential in English from California
State University, Long Beach plus a MA in Creative Writing, fiction focus from Southern New
Hampshire University. Find more information about Lori and her books at:
www.loripolydoros.com.

BOOK DESCRIPTION
QUAKE CHASERS: 15 Women That Rock Earthquake Science
by Lori Polydoros
Published by Chicago Review Press
Series: Women in Power
Available Hardcover
April 2022
Sharing perspectives on their journeys into the physical sciences, these heroes provide
readers with advice about overcoming adversity.
Quake Chasers: 15 Women Rocking Earthquake Science explores the lives of 15 diverse,
contemporary female scientists with a variety of specialties related to earthquake science.

Dr. Debbie Weiser travels to communities post-disaster, such as Japan and China, to evaluate
earthquake damage in ways that might help save lives during the next Big One. Geologist Edith
Carolina Rojas climbs to the top of volcanoes or searches barren deserts for volcanic evidence to
measure seismic activity. Geophysicist Lori Dengler works with governments to provide guidance
and protection against future tsunamis.
With tenacity, intellect, and innovation, these women have crushed obstacles in society, in the lab,
and out in the field. Their accomplishments leave aftershocks as they work toward revealing answers
to the many riddles that lie behind earthquakes, saving lives by teaching us how to prepare for these
terrifying disasters.
Young scientists can take away inspiration and advice on following their own dreams like
these inspiring women.
Women of Power. Bold books to inspire bold moves.

Women of Power is a timely, inclusive, international, modern biography series that profiles 15
diverse, modern women who are changing the world in their field while empowering others to follow
their dreams.

BLURBS & REVIEWS
Review
“Despite incredible recent advances, much about the science of earthquakes remains
puzzling and uncertain. But what this beguiling book makes abundantly clear is that the
women studying these terrifying temblors are some of the most inspiring scientists around.
Pick up a copy and get to know them.” —Dr. Robin George Andrews, author of Super Volcanoes

“Readers of Quake Chasers meet women who have found a meaningful life in science in a
variety of ways. They can see that a career helping people manage earthquakes can be
researching how the earth moves or how people respond to that movement, or helping
people prepare for that movement. The stories of these women show both a career and a life
that can inspire future scientists.” —Dr. Lucy Jones, expert seismologist, founder and chief
scientist of the Dr. Lucy Jones Center for Science and Society

"Informative" — Kirkus Reviews

EDUCATOR’S GUIDES & ACTIVITIES
Best Users: Book Clubs, Educators, Librarians, After School Programs, Home Schooling, Youth
organizations, science organizations/clubs
Best Audience: Children Grade 4+ to adults of all ages
Creator Interview (to come)

Educator’s Guide (to come)

